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Sunday 2
nd
 Next before Lent 

10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesday 4
th

 

09:30 am Holy Communion 

Ash Wednesday 5
th

 

07:30 pm Communion  
 with imposition of ashes 

Thursday 6
th

 

08:30 am CCG Morning Prayer 

Holy Trinity, South Woodham Ferrers 

Sunday 9
th
 First in Lent 

08:00 am Holy Communion (1662) 

10:00 am Family Service 

Tuesday 11
th

 

09:30 am Holy Communion 

Wednesday 12
th

 

09:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Thursday 13
th

 

08:30 am CCG Morning Prayer 

St. Andrew’s, Sandon 

Sunday 16
th
 Second in Lent 

10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

06:30 pm Choral Evensong 
 Joint Choir from St. Mary’s, Maldon 

Tuesday 18
th

 

09:30 am Holy Communion 

Thursday 20
th

 

08:30 am CCG Morning Prayer 

St. Andrew’s, Sandon 

Sunday 23
rd
 Third in Lent 

10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesday 25
th

 

09:30 am Holy Communion 

Wednesday 26
th

 

09:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Thursday 27
th

 

08:30 am CCG Morning Prayer 

St. Andrew’s, Boreham 

Sunday 30
th
 Mothering Sunday 

08:00 am Holy Communion (1662) 

10:00 am Mothering Sunday  
 Family Service 

Our Page Answers:  
1.Green 2.Red 3.Blue 4.White 5.Purple 
6.Gold 7.Black 8.Scarlet 9. The Red Arrows 
in disguise. (I know the picture does not show 
a jet! Apologies. Ed 10. Wait till he’s ripe.  

March Church Services  St. Andrew’s Sandon 
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Sandon Parish Contacts 
Howe Green URC  
 Revd Jon Sermon Minister 601662 
Essex County Councillor 
 Ian Grundy  01277 840737 
Chelmsford City Councillors 
 Chris Kingsley   223744 
 Bob Shepherd   223709 
 Ian Wright   226289 
Sandon Parish Councillors 
 Ron Bullus  Chair  473633 
 Cedric Calmeyer    
 Darren Chaplin   478325 
 Martin Cross  Vice-Chair 478275 
 Dee Hyatt   478203 
 David Pearson   471589 
 Ron Robbin-Coker   476808 
 Sue Dobson  Clerk  227734 
Sandon Village Hall 
 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 
 Vacancy Secretary   c/o 222682 
 Nick Bobeldijk  Treasurer  471756 
 Steve Turner  Caretaker & Bookings  471575 
St Andrew's Youth Fellowship  
 Evelyn Ellis   222682 
Uniformed Organisations 
 Susan Little Brownies 01621 840525 
 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 
 Janet Bernardes Beavers 476830 
 Jean Blake Cubs 603155 
 Neville Paul Scouts 474891 
Women's Institute 
 Dorothy Gray   223609 
Sandon Sports Club 
 Graham Lucas   283730 
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Terry’s Letter 
Mothering Sunday is the day 
when children give presents, 
flowers, and home-made cards 
to their mothers as a token of 
thanks for their 
love and care. It is 
always held on the 
fourth Sunday of 
Lent and, as the 
dates of Easter 
and Lent vary, the 
actual date chosen 
to celebrate 
Mothering Sunday 
also differs. This 
year it is Sunday 
30

th
 March. 

Traditionally, 
Mothering Sunday was the 
occasion when English 
children who had gone to work 
as apprentices and domestic 
servants were given a day off 
to visit their mothers and 

families. 

Although it is often called 
Mother's Day, its origin is 
different from the American 
festival of that name and it is 

observed on 
another day 
(2

nd Sunday in May 
ed). At the outset 
Mothering Sunday 
and Mother’s Day 
were two distinct 
festivals with 
entirely different 
beginnings. 
Mothering Sunday 
originated in 
seventeenth-
century British 

culture; Mother’s Day was an 
American innovation in 1913. 

Over the years the customs 
connected with Mothering 
Sunday have changed and 
today the sentiments in both 
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countries are similar. 
Centuries ago it was 
considered 
important for people 
to return to their 
home or “mother” 
church at least once 
a year. So each 
year, in the middle 
of Lent, everyone 
would visit their 
“mother” church, or the main 
church or cathedral of the 
area. 

Most historians think that it 
was this annual 
Lenten theme that led 
to the custom of 
working children 
being given the day 
off to visit their family. 
At that time it was 
quite normal for 
children to leave 
home for work once they 
reached ten years of age. As 
they walked back home along 
the country lanes on 
Mothering Sunday, children 
would pick wild 
flowers or 
primroses to take 
to church or give 
to their mothers. 
Often they 
brought a gift with 
them, a 
“mothering cake” 
– a kind of 
fruitcake with two 

layers of marzipan, 
known as simnel 
cake. 

Mothering Sunday 
is also called 
Refreshment 
Sunday, because 
the fasting rules 
for Lent were 
relaxed that day. 

But, by the nineteenth century, 
the holiday was dying out, and 
by the 1930s the keeping of 
many of the old Mothering 
Sunday customs had lapsed in 

many English 
parishes. We will be 
keeping Mothering 
Sunday at St. 
Andrew’s at the 10:00 
am service. Here we 
will give to all the 
children present a 
small bunch of flowers 

for them to give to their mums. 
So don’t forget mums, you can 
have your breakfast in bed 
served by your children, 
followed by a walk to church 

as a family to be 
honoured on your 
special Day. We 
look forward to 
welcoming you on 
Sunday 30

th
 at 

10:00 am. 
 Terry 

When and where should you see this? 

Mothering Day Service 

Sunday 30
th
 March at 

10:00 am 

Come and join us as we 
celebrate Mother’s day 

Come and receive a 

bunch of flowers for your 
mum 
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Memories of Michael and Sheila Ardley – 1941 to 2013  
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Choral Evensong 

Sunday 16th March at 

6:30pm 

Choirs of St. Mary’s, 
Maldon and St. Andrew’s, 

Sandon 

Music to include 

Introit Oculi Omium Wood 

Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis 
Stanford in C 

Anthem 
Greater love 
hath no man 

Ireland 

There will be 
refreshments 
after the 
service 

Come and bring a friend to this 

lovely Service 

Personal Announcement 
To my friends in the 
St. Andrew’s congregation, 
local friends and all. Thank you 
for your prayers love and 
support over the past year or 
so. The comfort your prayers 
have given me has been 
instrumental in my recovery. 
With love and best wishes, 

Coral Mann 
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Based on the 4 times Oscar 
winning film 'The King’s 
Speech', Hilary Brand opens her 
Lent course in engaging a new 
examination of the fears 
that prevent our true 
expression as followers of 
Christ. 
‘Finding a Voice’ is the new 
and original Lent course by 
Hilary Brand. Starting with 
scenes from the multi Oscar 
and BAFTA winning movie, 
‘The King’s Speech’, ‘Finding 
a Voice’ explores the ways in 
which, like Colin Firth’s Bertie, we 
too can face and overcome our 
terrors to find our true and 
authentic voice. 
Themes for each of the five weeks 
of Lent are introduced with an 
extract from the film. Questions 
follow for individual 
thought or group 
discussion. Each film 
extract is linked to a 
relevant Bible passage 
leading into practical 
exercises and prayerful 
meditations. 
The Lent Course will be 
at 7.30 pm on 
Wednesday evenings, 12

th
 

March, 19
th
 March, 26

th
 March, 

2
nd
 April and 9

th
 April. The 

evenings will finish at 9pm. 
The film itself, the King’s Speech, 
will be shown in its entirety on 

Sunday 9
th
 March at 3 pm.in St. 

Andrew’s Room. Tea, coffee and 
cakes will be served in the interval. 
[NOTE: for copyright reasons, this 

preview is restricted to those 
who have signed up for this 
year's Lent Course] 
Followers of Christ are 
described in the New 
Testament as a ‘royal 
priesthood’ and ‘inheritors of 
the kingdom’ – people with 
incredible potential and 
enormous responsibility. Yet 

the selves we see  in the mirror 
are flawed and failing, all too often 
tongue-tied and terrified.  The 
King’s Speech is such a runaway 
success because it holds that 
mirror to our world and offers hope 
of overcoming the difficulties.  It 
shows hope built out of friendship, 

trust and supportive 
love, and courage in the 
face of gathering evil.   
Lent is traditionally a 
time for strengthening 
resolve, bringing 
believers together in 
trust and 
encouragement as they 
strive to follow their 

calling. The purpose of this course 
could be summed up in the words 
of the King’s speech therapist: "To 
give them faith in their voice and 
let them know a friend is listening." 

Terry 

Finding a Voice for Christ - in Lent 

Please sign up on 

the list at the back of 

the church by 

Wednesday 5
th 

March so that a 

study book can be 

ordered for you. 
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The Cloud Garden  
by Tom Hart Dyke and Paul 
Winder 

Last month Judy Cecil reviewed 
this book which Cathy Sims had 
lent her. Cathy gives us here a 
different view of events which 
are not recorded in the book.  

Cathy writes,  

I really enjoyed reading your 
shortened version of The Cloud 
Garden, wonderful job Judy.  

I see your point of view. You 
thought it was the orchids that 
saved their lives and it probably 
did but that is not the case as far 
as our church are concerned. 

However there appears to be a 
little misunderstanding. The 
reason I suggested this book 
was from a religious point of 
view. For two young men to 
return out of the jungle is total 
disbelief. 

Paul comes from a very religious 
family. whilst he was kidnapped 
our church prayed for their return 
every day. His mother went out 
to South America twice looking 
for her son, but to no avail. 
Finally the Catholic church got 
involved, especially in Ireland, 
where Paul’s father comes from. 
Unfortunately I am not sure in 
what way. But we were all 

convinced that it was God who 
brought them back safely. That 
is of course open to debate. 

Other Prayers answered 
Cathy adds more of her own 
experience of prayer, 

God works in mysterious ways 

I have been a practising 
Christian all of my life, but 
situations can make one doubt 
your beliefs. We lost our 
beautiful son who was just 20 
years of age to a freak road 
accident. This is something a 
parent never recovers from; you 
just learn to live with it. After that 
I found it very difficult to believe 
in God. If there is a God why 
would he want to take someone 
who has so much to offer his 
family and society? Of course, 
we know that God gave his only 
Son for us, but I am not that 
generous. I continued to go to 
church, probably out of habit, but 
I found it more and more difficult 
to believe in God. 

About two years ago, one 
Saturday, my husband was at 
football. We had friends coming 
to dinner that evening. I needed 
to get to the supermarket for 
some provisions, I rushed down 
to Sainsbury’s and when I 
reached the checkout I noticed 
the operator had beautifully 
manicured nails. I then looked at 
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my hands and realised I wasn’t 
wearing my engagement ring 
which was most unusual but in 
the rush to get out perhaps I 
hadn’t put it on. When I got 
home I immediately looked for 
my ring. It wasn’t there. I 
remembered quite clearly taking 
it off and putting it on my 
dressing table the evening 
before as I always remove my 
rings when doing housework or 
gardening. It was obvious the 
only place I could have lost it 
was in the supermarket.  

I immediately contacted the 
supermarket, explained I had 
lost my engagement ring and 
asked if anyone handed it in. 
They were very sympathetic. 
No, nobody had handed in a 
ring, but they would put it in the 
lost property book. I started to 
unpack my shopping but 
couldn’t settle and decided to 
return to Sainsbury’s and back-
track where I had been, which I 
did but without success. I went 
to customer services they were 
all aware of me losing my 
engagement ring and if it was 
handed in they would telephone 
me immediately. At this stage I 
needed to get cooking for my 
guests.  

This ring is of no great value but 
obviously sentimental value to 
me. At about 6 pm I realised I 
didn’t have Hollandaise sauce 

for the fish. I telephoned my 
husband asking if he would go 
to Sainsbury’s and pick up a jar 
and whilst you are there could 
you go to customer services and 
ask if anyone had handed in a 
ring. As I was preparing the 
meal I thought I would say a 
prayer to St Anthony – patron 
saint of lost causes – to help me 
find my ring. I don’t pray for 
myself usually but this was a 
different situation. I didn’t hold 
out much hope as I hadn’t been 
believing for the past few years. 
At about 6:30 pm my husband 
went into Sainsbury’s, asked if 
anyone had handed in a ring, 
they were all aware of the 
missing ring and said they would 
contact us immediately if 
anyone had handed in the ring.  

Just as my husband was 
walking away from customer 
services a cleaner came over 
with a dustpan and brush said, 
“Is this what you are looking 
for?” There it was. My very small 
treasure shining through the 
dust from the floor. My husband 
immediately phoned me. I just 
could not believe it. Needless to 
say it restored my faith. My 
husband who is a non-believer 
said it was purely coincidental. 
Personally I feel it was God 
testing me. God can work in 
mysterious ways! 

Cathy Sims 
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Here is this month's picture taken from Parish Pump website (with 

permission). Look carefully at the picture and see what comes to mind. 

Send your caption(s) by email to Richard Cecil 

(caption@cecil.family.clara.net) or by post (Chestnut Cottage, Butts 

Green, CM2 7RN). Captions must be submitted before 10
th
 of March. 

Caption Competition 
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Last Month’s Competition 

The Yew at Sandon Church 
At the time of going to press the PCC is due to 

consider a yew turn on this matter! 

Captions submitted 
"When I'm felling yew..oo..oo..oo..oo..oo.. (with 

apologies to Nelson Eddie and Jeanette 

MacDonald in 'Rose-Marie' 1936)" Pat Eden 

From Yew To You 
I've done my best and grown quite tall 
But it seems I have not pleased you all. 
I've stood here proudly for many a year 
But not much longer, from what I hear. 
"Chop it down" is what they say, 
"It's much too big and in the way". 
I do not think that is quite true, 
The path is clear, also the view. 
I watch you folk as you pass by 
And sadly wonder the reasons why 
You think I'm ugly and need to go. 
Please listen to my tale of woe 
And think again - all have your say, 
God put me here, please let me stay! 

Thanks, Pat Eden 

This little sketch was 

done by  Katherine 

Parker in August 2013 

at the Cathedral 

Wednesday Welcome 

lunchtime café. 
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St Andrew's, Sandon 
www.sandon-church.info 

Contributions should be sent 
to magazine@sandon-
church.info or Richard Cecil, 
Chestnut Cottage, CM2 7RN. 
Please ensure they are sent by 
the 10

th
 of the month preceding 

publication. 

From the Registers 
Funerals, Cremations and 
Burials 
We commended into God’s care: 

23
rd
January Robert Meer 

27
th
 January Frances Ewer 

31
st
 January Betty Green 

Wedding Register 
We offer our congratulations to: 
15

th
 February Simon Neil Johnston 

 and Toni Ann Simpson 

Important Notice 
The Tuesday Morning 
Communion Service will begin at 
9.30am as from 4

th 
March. 

Ash Wednesday Service 
Wednesday 5

th
 March at 

7:30 pm 

Erratum 
A mistake was made in the WI 
report last month. It should have 
stated that the Sandon WI 
decorated the Christmas tree 
which was generously supplied 
by Sandon Parish Council. 
Thank you, Sandon Parish 
Council. Julie Fisher 
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Electoral Roll – 2014 

Revision of St. Andrew’s 
Electoral Roll needs to be 
completed by Wednesday, 
19

th 
March. This is the register of 

members of the church who will 
be entitled to vote at the Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting on 
Sunday, 6

th
 April, or (if 

communicants) to be elected to 
serve on the PCC. 
Any lay person is eligible to be 
on the roll who is a baptised 
member of the Church of 
England (or of a Church in 
communion with the Church of 
England), is aged 16 or over, 
and either lives in the parish or 
regularly worships at 
St. Andrew’s. A new roll is only 
created every sixth year, so 

those who were on last year’s 
roll (which can be seen in 
St. Andrew’s Room) do not need 
to reapply. 

Please draw this to the attention 
of new worshippers at 
St. Andrew’s and those who 
have attained age 16 in the past 
year or so. Application forms are 
at the back of the church. If you 
have any questions, do have a 
word with David Farrar on 
471484 or one of the 
Churchwardens. 

Personal Announcement 
Following playing at 7 services 
in succession over the Christ-
mas period and continued dedi-
cation to the music at 
St. Andrew’s, Ron Woods 
writes, “I should 
like to record 
my thanks to 
the Church-
wardens and con-
gregation for the 
gift which Terry presented to 
me at the Eucharist on Sunday 
26

th
 January. It was a nice sur-

prise and very much appreciat-
ed. Thank you.” 
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This traces a bit more of the 
Kenyan, Thomas’s time in India 
whom Judy and I met on our 
recent trip there. Thomas has 
been helping as a teacher and 
more at a newly formed school. 
He describes how he has been 
getting on and also some work 
in a nearby village where 
families have been moved by 
the government. They find they 
are remote from employment 
and without transport. Some 
have suggested that they have 
been moved there to die. 
Of his interactions with the 
community Thomas writes, “I 
was having a chat with a 14 
year old boy about the world 
and its continents. When he 
mentioned Africa, I asked him if 
he knew about Kenya, he said, 
‘No, our teacher only told us that 
Africa is a dark continent.’ In 
amazement, I said, ‘Oh really!’ I 
lost words on how to expound 
on that; the second time - there 
was no second time! 
“Another time, I attended a 
service in a different church. I 
was a bit late so I took the rear 
seat quietly not to attract 
attention. Just after settling 
down and raising my chin to 
praise the Lord, I found myself 
on the spotlight! I tried ignoring 
the gestures of the priest (a 
friend of mine) of telling me to 

join him on stage until he put it 
on the echoed microphone! 
What to do? It was a Holy 
Communion Sunday and I got a 
chance to serve the Lord’s Table 
once more. I can’t help noticing 
how many times I have 
assumed the role of a church 
elder or the priest’s assistant 
while in India. 
“After the service, we went to 
dedicate a business vehicle 
belonging to a church member. 
The owner had lit candles 
around the vehicle and burnt 
some traditional sticks with 
fragrance. After the prayers he 
drove around the village and 
came back. That has been the 
protocol of dedications; no one 
else seemed to find anything 
astounding as I did. 
“I haven’t witnessed a craving of 
worship before like it is in India. 
With millions of gods (Hindu) so 
are the many different altars 
raised everywhere; at the shops, 
hotels, besides the main 
highways, on the tree-tops and 
in the houses. More to that, they 
have made them so outstanding 
that you can’t help noticing! One 
that really caught my eyes was 
a three-wheeler that was 
overloaded and heavily 
decorated on the highway. The 
driver was at one point 
struggling to keep balance. I 

From Kenya to India – A Sequel in India 
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enquired about it and was told 
that he was transporting his god 
and his family. 
“Most villagers around here are 
deeply rooted Christians. I 
attended a Sunday service in 
Vellore town last week. The 
striking message was from 
Romans 14:17 for the Kingdom 
of God is not a matter of eating 
and drinking, but of righteous, 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
It’s doesn’t get any better to 
read from Proverbs 17:1, “Better 
a dry crust with 
peace and quiet 
than a house 
full of feasting, 
with strife.” But 
it’s the truth of 
the matter. 
“(I feel ashamed 
of my local 
church which 
may not be 
purely mission 
oriented - less has been done in 
regard to missions and 
evangelism. Not to mention the 
zeal of fulfilling the great 
commission! I thank God for the 
few individuals that have whole 
heartedly committed themselves 
to follow up, pray, and have 
made me to be accountable of 
my actions and decisions. I 
hope one day the churches will 
rise up to the challenge.) 
“In India we have been house 
visiting. I did a house visit to two 

of my students, Venu and 
Monica. My intention was to 
meet their mum. She was not 
feeling well. We all had a nice 
time of sharing deep matters 
and encouraging one another. 
While taking coffee, I couldn’t 
help noticing the separate room 
that was right by my side and 
had an idol and some candles lit 
inside. Curiously, after we were 
through with our interactions, I 
got puzzled on whether I should 
pray with the family or just be an 

encouragement 
on account of 
respecting their 
faith. Their 
mother, having 
noticed my 
anxiety said, 
“Please pray for 
us, we don’t 
mind.” It sounds 
simple but it 
meant a lot to 

me. 
“Of course everyone knew that I 
going to call on Jesus! So I did 
the necessary with confidence 
and hoped that one day the 
small room shall be a house of 
prayer to our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ.” 
Of his daily routine Thomas 
writes, “Every dawn I long to 
meet the little children; my day 
starts at 5:00 am, with morning 
devotion, stretch ups and 
breakfast. By 6:00 am we leave 

Thomas at school 
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with the driver for the village to 
pick up the pupils. Sometimes 
it’s overwhelming when the very 
little ones start crying after their 
parents hand them over to me. 
We arrive back to school at 
8:30am and head straight for the 
parade/ morning prayers. This 
involves a short children’s bible 
reading, singing and a prayer. 
Classes start at 8:45am. 
“I have spent the last two weeks 
with upper kindergarten pupils in 
order to make keen observation 
of the children and continue 
learning more 
about Indian 
culture and 
practice from a 
childhood 
stage as well 
make a 
significant 
impact to them 
at that age.  
“School ends at 3:00 pm 
sometimes 4:00 pm, again we 
drive back to the village to drop 
the children. Some children 
doze off, while we sing hymns 
with the older ones. They like it 
most when I play the guitar. 
“At 5:30 pm, we go to a different 
village that is about 10 km away 
from the hostel for children’s 
ministry and tuition. These 
children live in government 
colonies. They rarely get time 
and place to concentrate and do 
their homework peacefully. 

“We gather at the centre, and 
allow them to ask questions 
while doing their homework, as 
well as teaching them 
something new. Later on, we 
learn new songs and dances 
then share the word of God. 
“Children leave the centre at 
7:30 pm. The small van drops 
them back home in two trips. 
We are trusting God for a bigger 
one. These children bring so 
much joy in my heart.  
“I am back by 9:00 pm for 
meals, freshening up and 

reading a 
page or two of 
my daily 
devotional 
book before I 
get carried 
away to the 
slumber land!” 
“Richard and 
Judy from 

England, close friends of mine 
visited India for the first time. 
We had all been waiting for that 
moment to meet once more and 
catch up on a lot of things since 
we last met in South Sudan.  
“We had nice moments as they 
joined in the program of the day 
and flowed with it from the 
classroom, to the village, to the 
slum and house visitation. 
Having a one on one and 
prayers crowned it all.” 

Worship with the village children 
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Tuesday Morning 
Communion Service will be at 
9.30am as from 4

th 
March. 

This is followed by Tea and 
Chat. We meet every Tuesday in 

St. Andrews Room from 
10.15 am. All are welcome to 
come along and join us. You are 
guaranteed a warm welcome 
and to feel a valued member of 
the group. 

It’s a great opportunity to spend 
an enjoyable morning meeting 
new people over a cuppa. 

Some weeks we have a short 
talk or presentation with the 
occasional quiz but most of all 
we do enjoy each other’s 
company. 

There is no cost but donations 

are welcome. 
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Full name: Brenda Patricia 
Moyse 
Known as: Brenda 
When did you arrive in 
Sandon? The day I was born 
in 1931. 
Did you have any ambitions as 
a child? Not really. 
What do you like about 
Sandon Church? Calming and 
friendly. 
Do you believe in miracles? 
Not really, except perhaps when 
the seeds I sow in the garden 
grow. 
What gives you hope for the 
future? Lord Tennyson’s 
poem “The Brook”. 
Outgoing or shy? Shy more 
than outgoing. 
Coffee or tea? Depends on 
how I feel, no preference. 
What quality do you most 
value in another person? 

Kindness and honesty. 
What kind of behaviour do you 
find most difficult to tolerate? 
Unkindness. 
Night or morning person? It 
depends on what is going on and 
how I feel. 
Which season do you prefer? 
Every season has its own 
beauty. There are always 
different things to enjoy. 
Favourite hymn? One of my 
favourite hymns is “Lord of All 
Hopefulness”. 
Do you have friends from 
other faiths? Yes. 
Something you are looking 
forward to? Keeping my 
independence. 
If you could donate a large 
sum to a charity which would 
you choose? Most probably 
Cancer Research because it has 
been good to me. 
If you could save one thing 
that you own from a fire, what 
would it be? My photograph 
album. 
What advice would you give to 
an 18 year old? Look before 
you leap and always be kind and 
thoughtful to others. 
What moment of your life 
would you most like to relive? 
Too many to mention. 
What age would you most like 
to be? Just enjoying living for 

Parish Person - Brenda Moyse 
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today. 
Any special interests 
Gardening; it’s like painting a 
picture. 
Brenda writes, I have lived in 
Sandon all my life. I was 
christened, confirmed and 
married in Sandon church and I 
went to Sandon Village School 
from age 5 to 14 years old. 
I have lived in two houses both 
in Sandon; twenty years at the 
Coffee House (which is near the 
Green on Woodhill Road ed.) 
and where I live now in Hall 
Lane. 
The Head Teacher all through 
my school days at Sandon was 
Miss Fox. The school only had 
two classrooms. One was for 
infants; the Junior and Senior 
part of the school was divided by 
a curtain. 
I have in the past worked at the 
Old Village Shop and also 
helped to deliver the post on a 
Post Office bicycle. 
Brenda also tells me that she 
used to deliver post to the whole 
village and remembered that 
when she got to where we live at 
the top of Butts Green she knew 
she was half way round. I also 
want to record that she is often 
to be seen bent double over 
various graves in the church 
yard tending the plants and 
clearly engaged in her love of 
gardening. She was also one of 
those who knitted a Posada 

figure and apparently effortlessly 
got to grips with a knitting pattern 
that not all found easy. She 
made one of the king figures. 
 
The Brook 
Alfred Lord Tennyson 
I come from haunts of coot and hern, 
I make a sudden sally 
And sparkle out among the fern, 
To bicker down a valley. 

By thirty hills I hurry down, 
Or slip between the ridges, 
By twenty thorpes, a little town, 
And half a hundred bridges. 

Till last by Philip's farm I flow 
To join the brimming river, 
For men may come and men may go, 
But I go on for ever. 

I chatter over stony ways, 
In little sharps and trebles, 
I bubble into eddying bays, 
I babble on the pebbles. 

With many a curve my banks I fret 
By many a field and fallow, 
And many a fairy foreland set 
With willow-weed and mallow. 

I chatter, chatter, as I flow 
To join the brimming river, 
For men may come and men may go, 
But I go on for ever. 

I wind about, and in and out, 
With here a blossom sailing, 
And here and there a lusty trout, 
And here and there a grayling, 

Continued on page 22 
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And here and there a foamy flake 
Upon me, as I travel 
With many a silvery waterbreak 
Above the golden gravel, 

And draw them all along, and flow 
To join the brimming river 
For men may come and men may go, 
But I go on for ever. 

I steal by lawns and grassy plots, 
I slide by hazel covers; 
I move the sweet forget-me-nots 
That grow for happy lovers. 

I slip, I slide, I gloom, I glance, 
Among my skimming swallows; 
I make the netted sunbeam dance 
Against my sandy shallows. 

I murmur under moon and stars 
In brambly wildernesses; 
I linger by my shingly bars; 
I loiter round my cresses; 

And out again I curve and flow 
To join the brimming river, 
For men may come and men may go, 
But I go on for ever. 

Annual Parochial Church Meetings 2014 

Sunday 6
th
 April 2014 following the 10:00 am service 

What are these? 

These are the Annual Parochial Church Meetings which are a open for 
all. Members of the church and residents of the parish have a vote. 

Should I go? 

Yes!! At this meeting you can vote as to who you would like to be the 
Churchwardens and who can be on the PCC (Parochial Church 
Council). The PCC deals with all the developments and business that 
the church has to do, so it is important that you know who is a member. 

It is also an opportunity to hear about the Deanery, the church Finances, 
our church building and what we do for mission in our community and 
further afield. The Priest in Charge and church groups prepare reports 
and these help us to know more about what goes on in our church. 

Do please come and support your Church in Sandon. 

This will be followed by a Bring and Share Lunch. 

Continued from page 21 
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Chocolate Indulgence 
Forget about calorie counting for a 
while and enjoy this delicious 
chocolate indulgence. It is a recipe I 
have been making for several years 
and have adapted from a basic 
chocolate biscuit cake recipe. I often 
vary the ingredients and don't worry 
too much about measurements as it 
always turns out well and tastes good. 

Ingredients 
2 mid sized packets of plain 
chocolate biscuits (crushed) 
2 ozs (50 g) chopped apricots 
½lb (250 g) plain chocolate melted 
with ½lb (250 g) unsalted butter 
melted 
2 ozs (50 g) glacé cherries 
Glass of brandy 
A few glace cherries and whipped 
double cream for decoration 

Method 
Mix all ingredients together. Spoon 
into loaf tin (you can line with cling 

film if wished, but I find you don't 
need it). Place weights (or 
something heavy) on top and place 
in fridge for several hours or 
overnight if you can. Decorate with a 
few glacé cherries and cream if 
desired. Slice thinly!! 

Enjoy! Liz Bobeldijk 
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This has to be one of the 
funniest things in a long time. I 
think this guy should have been 
promoted, not fired. This is a true 
story from the WordPerfect 
Helpline, which was transcribed 
from a recording monitoring the 
customer care department. 
This is the actual dialogue of a 
former WordPerfect Customer 
Support employee. (Now I know 
why they record these 
conversations!):  
Operator: 'Ridge Hall, computer 
assistance; may I help you?' 
Caller: 'Yes, well, I'm having 
trouble with WordPerfect.' 
Operator: 'What sort of 
trouble??' 
Caller: 'Well, I was just typing 
along, and all of a sudden the 
words went away.' 
Operator: 'Went away?' 
Caller: 'They disappeared' 
Operator: 'Hmm. So what does 
your screen look like now?' 
Caller: 'Nothing.' 
Operator: 'Nothing??' 
Caller: 'It's blank; it won't accept 
anything when I type.' 
Operator: 'Are you still in 
WordPerfect, or did you get out?' 
Caller: 'How do I tell?' 
Operator: 'Can you see the 
'C: prompt' on the screen?' 
Caller: 'What's a sea-prompt?' 
Operator: 'Never mind, can you 
move your cursor around the 
screen?' 
Caller: 'There isn't any cursor; I 

told you, it won't accept anything 
I type.' 
Operator: 'Does your monitor 
have a power indicator??' 
Caller: 'What's a monitor?' 
Operator: 'It's the thing with the 
screen on it that looks like a TV.  
Does it have a little light that tells 
you when it's on?' 
Caller: 'I don't know.' 
Operator: 'Well, then look on the 
back of the monitor and find 
where the power cord goes into 
it. Can you see that??' 
Caller: 'Yes, I think so.' 
Operator: 'Great. Follow the cord 
to the plug, and tell me if it's 
plugged into the wall.’ 
Caller: 'Yes, it is.' 
Operator: 'When you were 
behind the monitor, did you 
notice that there were two cables 
plugged into the back of it, not 
just one?' 
Caller: 'No.' 
Operator: 'Well, there are. I need 
you to look back there again and  
find the other cable.' 
Caller: 'Okay, here it is.' 
Operator: 'Follow it for me, and 
tell me if it's plugged securely 
into the back of your computer.' 
Caller: 'I can't reach.' 
Operator: 'OK. Well, can you see 
if it is?' 
Caller: 'No.' 
Operator: 'Even if you maybe put 
your knee on something and 
lean way over?' 
Caller: 'Well, it's not because I 

Don’t Read this if laughing hurts! 
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don't have the right angle -- it's 
because it's dark.' 
Operator: 'Dark?' 
Caller: 'Yes - the office light is 
off, and the only light I have is 
coming in from the window.' 
Operator: 'Well, turn on the office 
light then.' 
Caller: 'I can't.' 
Operator: 'No? Why not?' 
Caller: 'Because there's a power 
failure.' 
Operator: 'A power .... A power 
failure? Aha. Okay, we've got it 
licked now. Do you still have the 
boxes and manuals and packing 

stuff that your computer came 
in?' 
Caller: 'Well, yes, I keep them in 
the closet.' 
Operator: 'Good. Go get them, 
and unplug your system and 
pack it up just like it was when 
you got it. Then take it back to 
the store you bought it from.' 
Caller: 'Really? Is it that bad?' 
Operator: 'Yes, I'm afraid it is.' 
Caller: 'Well, all right then, I 
suppose. What do I tell them?' 
Operator: 'Tell them you're too 
stupid to own a computer!'  
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“It’s difficult to think of anything but 
pleasant thoughts while eating a 
homegrown tomato.” Lewis Grizzard 
At the time of writing, the rain 
continues to fall. Vegetable growing 
in the raised beds is on hold for now 
to give them a period to drain. 
Fortunately many vegetables can be 
grown inside from seed and March 
is the ideal month to sow. 
Tomatoes are very easy to grow. 
There are so many varieties 
available in a wide range of colours, 
shapes and sizes to suit all tastes. 
Our favourite varieties are 
Gardeners Delight, Black Cherry, 
Marmande (Mediterranean type), 
Alicante, Tropical Ruby (small plum 
type) and Roma (Plum). It is always 
good to try a new variety and 
Golden Pearl will be trialled this 
year. 
Fill a small half seed tray with a 
general purpose or seed compost. 
Level the top with a ruler using a 
sawing action. Tamper the compost 
down with a block of wood to leave 
about 3mm/1/8th inch at the top. 
This will provide a flat surface for 
the seeds to sit on. Place the tray in 
water to allow the water to soak into 
the compost through the bottom of 
the tray. It will float initially but don’t 
be tempted to push it under. When 
the surface is moist, remove and 
allow to drain for a while so the 
compost is not too wet as this will 
rot the seeds. 
It is possible to sow about 35 seeds 
in a half seed tray. Seven seeds of a 
variety can be equally spaced in a 
row across the width of the tray. 
Five varieties can be grown in one 

tray. Don’t forget to label each row 
with the variety! Sieve 3mm/1/8th 
inch of compost onto the surface to 
cover the seeds and place in a 
warm, light space to germinate. 
Indoors, they can be positioned on a 
windowsill but will need to be turned 
to avoid the plants becoming too 
leggy. In the greenhouse, they can 
be placed in a heated propagator 
with a lid. 
Once the plants have grown their 
first true leaves, they will need to be 
potted on into 9cm/3” pots. The 
plants will need to be kept in a light, 
frost free place until ready to plant 
out in May. In the greenhouse, it is 
economical to cover with fleece 
overnight. It is also very useful to 
have a thermostatic heatmat to 
stand the plants on as the bottom 
heat promotes root growth. Turn the 
plants often. 
In May, the plants will be strong and 
ready to plant out in pots, grow bags 
or into the borders once all risk of 
frost has past. Any spare plants can 
be given to friends and neighbours! 
Happy growing! 
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Lent 
Lent, before Easter, is like Advent 
before Christmas, a time of 
preparation. Lent is when we 
remember that Jesus prepared 
himself for starting his ministry by 
going away by himself for 40 days 
of fasting and prayer. You can 
read about it in your Bible: 
Matthew, chapter 4, verses 1-11; 
Mark, chapter 1, verses 12-13 and 
Luke, chapter 4, verses 1-13. 
Jesus went into the wilderness – 
a quiet lonely place away from 
people – where he could think 
things out. He knew that his work 
would be hard, that many people 
would not listen to him, or if they 
listened, they would not believe 
him. During these 40 days Jesus 
made his choice: to work in 
God’s way however hard that 
might be. 
This year Lent 
starts on 5th 
March and goes 
through half of 
April - have you 
thought about how YOU are 
going to prepare yourself to 
follow Jesus this Lent? 

Spring Colours 
There are colours which are 
mentioned with these things in 
the Bible. Answers on page 2. 
1. Pastures, herbs and olives 

are all? 
2. A sea, tents and wine are? 
3. Hangings in the Temple, 

pomegranates and doors 
of tents were all? 

4. A horse, robes and teeth 
were all? 

5. Kings’ raiment (clothing), 
Jesus’ robe and the dye 
that Lydia sold were all? 

6. One of the gifts to the baby 
Jesus, candlesticks and 
spoons were? 

7. A raven, clouds and chariot 
horses were? 

8. Lips, a thread tied to a 
window and robes are? 

9. What’s blue, V-shaped and 
flies? 

10. What do you 
do with a 
green 
monster? 
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Revd. Terry Brown* 
tgabrown@hotmail.com 

698988 

Church Wardens Michael Puffett* 
Janet Terry* 

222066 
472997 

PCC Secretary Richard Cecil* 224747 

PCC Treasurer Ian Underwood* 225756 

Child Protection Alison Read 474858 

Vulnerable Adults Christine Farrar 471484 

Electoral Roll David Farrar* 471484 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Flower Arranging Team 
Co-ordinator Barbara Underwood* 225756 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil* 224747 

Parochial Church  
Council Members 

as * above and Nick and Liz Bobeldijk,  
Judy Cecil, Christine Mennie, Dennis Terry. 

Regular Activities 

  10:00 am 
Parish Eucharist 

except on 8
th
 to 14

th
 of the month 

Family Service 
Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

 10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

 6:30 pm St Andrew’s Youth Fellowship 

 7:45 pm Bell Ringing Practice 

  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 

Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 

 

Term time only 

 

Wednesdays  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer (2nd &4th of month) 

Sundays  08:00 am 
On 8

th
 to 14

th
 of month only 

Holy Communion (Traditional) 


